
Thought for the Day, Racial Justice Sunday: Luke 6: 17-26 

 This Sunday is Racial Justice Sunday. A time to stop and think 

about the three ‘R’s No not the three ‘R’s many may recall from early 

school: reading, writing and ‘rithmatic, which formed the building blocks 

of education. These three ‘R’s are Remembering, Reflecting and 

Responding. The theme for this year, what’s it got to do with me? strikes 

at the heart of what it means to be a Christian.  

 The murder of George Floyd in May 202 was a catalyst, or Kairos 

moment for the church and for the wider community.  The church wanted 

to respond, but many felt unable to do so, didn’t know what to do, maybe 

felt that it was for the Black-led churches to respond.  

 Sadly George Floyd’s death was not unique in its circumstances, 

nor can we say that racially motivated killings only happen in other 

countries. Stephen Lawrence was eighteen when he was the victim of a 

racially motivated murder in London in 1993.  Thankfully such extreme 

racist acts are rare, but people experience racism here, in Cardiff on a 

daily basis, and between 2016 and 2020 the number of racially 

motivated hate crimes reported in Wales rose by 27%. A friend of mine 

recounts how as a young person he was at a Cardiff City Football match 

when he thought it had begun raining.  He then realised he was being 

spat on by the white people behind him. His response was to go on to be 

a lead campaigner to end racism in Wales.   

 Racism isn’t new.  Jesus himself, and his community, experienced 

racism at the hands of the Romans who occupied and ruled over the 

land.  Jesus told stories that highlighted this discrimination and 

oppression. 

 In the gospel according to Luke, Jesus says, “Blessed are you 

when people hate you, and when they exclude you, defile you, revile 

you, and defame you on the account of the Son of Man.”  Here Jesus is 

talking about people being oppressed on account of their faith.  For 

many people their faith and their expressions of faith are tightly bound to 

their race or ethnicity, to revile one is to revile the other.  We must 

counter this, not simply ignore it, or pretend it isn’t there. 

 Racial Justice Sunday is a call for all Christians to engage in the 

righteous struggle for racial justice because racial justice is everyone’s 

business. The Bible has a lot to say about justice.  This echoes God’s 

heart for justice. If we love God and God loves us, then we too should 



love justice. Racism and racial discrimination are justice issues because 

they deny basic justice and human dignity to people who are made in 

the image of God. As Christians we cannot subscribe to racism and 

racial discrimination because they assume all are not equal before God 

and are not part of God’s family.  This is ‘Remembering’ the importance 

of racial justice.   

 

 Richard Reddie, Director of Justice and Inclusion, Churches 

Together of Britain and Ireland reminds us that, “…if we read the Bible 

carefully, we see that God does not have a problem with diversity or 

difference. If God did, God would have made us all the same. In Genesis 

1:27 it says that we are all made in God’s image, and as such there is 

only one race, the human race. We may have different skin colours, but 

we are one people.” This can help us with ‘Reflecting’ on human 

diversity and thanking God for it.   

 In many Christian traditions, including our Anglican Offices, the 

psalms are recited daily.  The psalms are rich songs of praise and 

lament, with phrases like “The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed” 

(Psalm 9:9).  Not only do they bring comfort to those who are unjustly 

treated, they give us a daily opportunity to reflect on justice and 

oppression.  

  But remembering and reflecting are not enough.  The third R 

‘Responding’ by working to end injustice, racism and ignorance through 

prayer and action clearly tells us that we must do something.  We must 

take action.  And here is where the church can help us.  The Church in 

Wales has made great strides in tackling injustices against women and 

against LGBT people.  Our Bench of Bishops has three women and 

three men on it.  We have gay clergy, we have transgender clergy, and 

although limited in number this a good start.  The permission for clergy 

to bless same sex marriages is the latest step forward here.  Maybe now 

is the time to turn our efforts towards tackling racial justice and 

inequality, both inside the church and outside it.  Making 

announcements of support for our LGBT friends, neighbours, family 

members and carrying that through to action makes a big difference.  

We are members of the Racial Justice Network, working alongside 

others to try to reduce discrimination, but we don’t say very much about 

race and justice.  Those looking into our churches don’t see that we 

have done, what we are doing.  



 Imagine if the church bodies got together to really make a 

difference.  We’ve done it before with the ‘End Poverty Now’ campaign 

which galvanised millions of people into action and drew poverty to the 

attention of millions more.  What if we could start an ‘End Racism Now’ 

campaign?  We have the opportunity here and now, with the Welsh 

Government’s commitment to being an Anti-Racist Wales.  

 And what can we do here in our own community?  One thing we 

could do is to encourage our young people’s schools to sign up to the 

Show Racism the Red Card Competition that’s currently open.  We 

could get our Sunday Schools involved.  We could write to all the 

schools in our Ministry Area.  

 We can pray that we become brave enough to call out racism and 

racial injustice when we see it, hear it or read about it.   It’s not going to 

be easy and it’s not going to be comfortable, but Jesus didn’t call us to 

be comfortable or complacent.   

 Let us all learn from the three ‘R’s and use them as building blocks 

to being a more inclusive, understanding and enabling church and 

society. 


